
W H Y  W O U L D  I  B U Y  A N  O V E R L A Y  A N D
N O T  A  S O L I D  P I E C E  O F  G R A N I T E ?

Are you thinking about how to give your kitchen or bathroom a fantastic new look?

Perhaps you have just moved into a new home and want to make it your own, or just

want to give a much-loved room a new lease of life?

 

No doubt, one big area that you will want to improve are your worktops. They are by far

the most visible part of your kitchen, and even smaller surfaces in your bathroom play a

huge role in how your space looks and feels. As time goes by, even the most beautiful

surfaces are going to fade, and you will need to ask yourself: what kind of new surfaces

do I want, and what materials shall I use?

 

Traditionally, the high-end choice for new kitchen and bathroom surfaces has been to

use a solid piece of granite. They are fantastic looking and can take a lot of punishment.

However, with modern manufacturing techniques and materials, like the ones we use at

Granite & TREND Transformations, there is now an alternative – installing an overlay. 
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HERE ARE 7 GREAT REASONS TO BUY OUR
ENGINEERED STONE OVERLAYS INSTEAD OF A SOLID

PIECE OF GRANITE:

1)They are quicker and easier to install

Our overlay worktops are made to measure to exactly fit your current space,

manufactured off-site, and delivered to your home ready to be installed. As they simply

fit directly over your existing worktops, most of our installations are finished in as little as

one day. No long waits, no delays in delivery – just a fantastic looking kitchen or

bathroom. 

2)No need for messy demolition work

Installing an overlay can completely transform the look and feel of your kitchen or

bathroom without needing to rip out any of your old worktops or units. Our unique Top

that Fits on Top installation solution means that you can give your kitchen or bathroom a

stunning new makeover, without having to start over. Most existing worktops can be

covered by our engineered overlays, and there is no need to change your existing layout.

As long as you have a strong, stable worktop,  our granite, quartz or recycled glass

worktops can be fitted directly on top. Why put yourself through all the stress, disruption

and hassle or a complete rip-out when a makeover will have the same incredible effect?  
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3)Just as beautiful, but more affordable 

Because granite and quartz pieces are used in the manufacturing process, along with a

variety of other stunning recycled materials, overlay worktops have all the same unique

beauty of a solid piece of granite or quartz. However, as they can be made much thinner

than a single slab, they are a lot cheaper. They are also quicker and cheaper to install, and

by covering your existing worktops instead of removing them, there is no need to pay for

disposal of your old ones either. All in all, choosing an engineered overlay means you can

have all the luxurious finish of a premium quartz, granite or marble effect worktop

without the high price tag.

4)A greater range of choice and style

As a range of materials can be used in manufacturing an overlay, a much bigger range of

colours and styles are available. You are not limited by the availability of what comes out

of the ground at the quarry and so have a much wider choice on how your new worktops

look, and can create a more bespoke style that suits your tastes and matches the rest of

your décor. From dark, intense colours, through to whites, pastels and natural effect

stone mixes, you are bound to find something that is the perfect fit for your home. We

can even create marble effect worktops with our Trascenda® collection, adding even

more luxury to your home. 

Before After
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5)Environmentally friendly

Refacing, rather than replacing, your existing worktops means less waste going to

landfill, and less need for the production of completely unnecessary new materials –

especially if ripping our your old worktops means having to replace perfectly good base

units and cupboards too. Choosing an engineered overlay not only means you are

reducing waste, but also installing materials that are more environmentally-friendly as

well. No more destructive mining of granite, marble and quartz, and no huge carbon

footprint from transporting a huge heavy piece thousands of miles to your door.

Engineered overlays require up to 60% less raw materials, waste water and energy to

produce, and incorporates both geologic waste and 75% recycled glass that would

otherwise end up in landfills. 

6)Easier to maintain

Granite and marble surfaces may be beautiful, but they need a great deal of work to stay

looking good. They will naturally absorb a certain amount of water over time, and need to

be regularly maintained. Marble, especially, is naturally very porous and soft, so can be

very challenging to keep in good condition in high usage areas like kitchens or bathrooms.

You could even need to replace them completely sooner than you think! All of our

etherium® By E-Stone surfaces are made using our very own Foreverseal® polymer resin

which makes them non-porous, stain-, scratch- heat- and moisture-resistant, and easier

to keep clean, especially with added Microban anti-bacterial protection – something that

can only be built-in to manufactured overlays.
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7)Longer lasting and more durable

While solid pieces of granite look and feel like they can endure almost anything,

engineered overlays are actually much more likely to withstand the test of time in bus

and hard-wearing environments. After all, you want your new worktops to still be looking

fresh, clean, and beautiful for many years to come! Permanently sealed using our

proprietary Foreverseal® technology, they are impact-, scratch-, stain- and heat-

resistant, making them far tougher and hard-wearing than natural stone. The built-in

Microban® protection also helps to protect them from the bacteria, mould and microbes

than can lead to staining, odours, and even long-term damage. 

Still have questions? Don't worry,

keep reading to find answers to our

common questions.
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The answer is: pretty much,

yes! As we mentioned above,

that is one of the biggest

advantages of choosing an

overlay.  As long as you have a

strong, stable worktop already

in place, thin granite, quartz or

recycled glass surfaces can be

fitted directly on top. 

However, there are some limits. We generally would not recommend

resurfacing wooden worktops as they are particularly susceptible to

moisture absorption, whereas our overlays are highly resistant. This means

that the any natural swelling and warping that occurs within wood over

time will be at odds with the more durable surface, and that could easily

lead to serious damage.

But that’s not to say there isn’t a solution that could work for you. Again,

this is where you might benefit from a home visit where one of engineers

can examine the surfaces you already have in place and let you know if an

overlay is the right choice. We have a reputation for quality installations

that last for years, so we will never recommend an overlay if it’s not

appropriate for your existing surfaces. In most cases, it is still possible to

remove the existing worktop and lay down a new base of plywood and

cement board and apply the stone overlay to this.

Some of the big questions you might still be asking yourself:

Can any worktop surface be covered?

Will an overlay look as good as a solid stone worktop?

Absolutely! Often, when we think about an artificial version of something

natural, we automatically assume it will be second-rate. After all, what greater

beauty is there than in nature itself?
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However, the manufacturing techniques are now so advanced that you

would be very hard pushed to tell the difference between an overlay or a

solid piece of stone until you got up close and saw how much thinner it

was. As natural materials are still used in production, the look and feel of

an overlay is amazingly authentic.  In a lot of cases, overlay worktops

might look even better than their solid stone counterparts, as

manufacturers can perform quality control and adjustments that simply

aren’t possible with quarried rock. 

In fact, as we mentioned in point 4 above, there is actually a great deal

more choice and range in overlays than there are in natural stone

products. You may find that you have easier access to colours and effects

that are difficult to source in natural stone. 

There’s one more thing to think about if you’re concerned about the look :

when choosing an overlay, make sure you understand how thick your

worktop will be once finished.  Some companies are unable to supply thin

coverings which means your worktop could end up looking too thick and

unrealistic. This may be your preference, but it is a question you should

ask up front for you to achieve the end result you require.

If you want to learn more, the best thing to do is get in touch. Our design

experts are here to help you plan your home renovation project, and so

are happy to schedule a free in-home consultation at any time that suits

you

Resurface your worktops with top quality, customised worktops

designed, made and installed by Granite and TREND Transformations and

discover the new kitchen or bathroom of your dreams. 
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“We had new kitchen doors and it has been excellent

work John Boakes has been outstanding quality which

has given my kitchen a great new look. Good value for

money and all done in 2 days” - Judy

We know how important it is for

you to make the right decision

about how your new kitchen and

bathroom will look. These two

rooms really are the heart of your

home, so take your time about

making a decision. There’s no rush

– you want to be sure that your

new worktops create the exact

look and feel that you are after.

 

Still have questions about whether or not an engineered

overlay is right for you? 

 

We’re really proud of what we have achieved with

our overlay worktops, so we are always more

than happy to talk about them and answer any

questions that you have. You are more than

welcome to visit one of our showrooms where we

can show you the materials we use and you can

decide for yourself. Alternatively, we can also

provide a free, no obligation home consultation

where one of our experts can bring some samples

to your home so you can see how they look and

feel in situ.
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